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CERTIFIED NATIVE HABITAT 
SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
 
Use this checklist to help prepare your garden for the Wild Ones Certified Native Habitat Program. Your garden doesn’t have to be perfect, just intentional, ecological, and moving toward greater biodiversity.

Membership
☐ I am a current Wild Ones member.
☐ I still need to become a Wild Ones member. Visit https://join.wildones.org/

Native Plant Composition
☐ My habitat includes or is working toward at least 75% native plant species by species count (not biomass or square footage).
My native plants are:
· ☐ Indigenous to my EPA Level III or IV ecoregion
· ☐ Identified at the species level (not just genus)
· ☐ Preferably straight species (not cultivars or hybrids)
· ☐ Sourced from local genotype seed or stock, when possible

Wildlife and Pollinator Support
My habitat includes:
· ☐ At least 3 native host plants (for butterflies, bees, etc.)
· ☐ At least 3 native food plants (nectar, seeds, berries)
· ☐ Structural habitat features, such as:
· Logs or brush piles
· Bare soil or sand
· Leaf litter
· Water source (e.g. bird bath or rain garden)

Regenerative Gardening Practices
I use at least 3 of the following:
· ☐ Avoid synthetic fertilizers and pesticides
· ☐ Leave leaf litter and stems in fall/winter
· ☐ Compost on-site
· ☐ Remove invasive species
· ☐ Harvest rainwater or reduce stormwater runoff

Application Prep
I am ready to submit:
· ☐ A list of native plants in my garden (with species names if possible)
· ☐ A short description of my garden and its evolution
· ☐ At least one photo of my garden
· ☐ A $50 certification fee (includes garden sign)

Ready to apply?
Visit wildones.org/cnhp to certify your habitat and become part of the movement.
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